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In Bringing the Prophets to Life, Rabbi Neil Winkler offers us a masterful source of inspiration and

insight into the early prophets. He shows us that in order to understand the vital messages of the

stories, we must go beyond a simple translation of the text and identify the themes of the stories, as

well as the struggles and challenges that faced the outstanding personalities of each era: the

warriors and the women, the prophets and the kings.
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The author, Neil Winkler, is a master teacher of the Hebrew Scripture and the prophets of Israel. He

has succeeded in distilling in this highly readable, beautifully written and presented book, insights

into the meaning of the prophets and kings of Israel. This book is not to be missed, by Jew and

non-Jew alike. Winkler is very much in the tradition of the Biblical school of the new scholarship

coming out of the yeshivot and seminaries of Etzion area in Israel. This method of study is

pioneered by my teacher of blessed memory, Professor Nechama Leibowitz of the Hebrew

University of Jerusalem. The scholars of Etzion as modern Orthodox Jews employ the methods of

the latest biblical scholarship from the non-Jewish and Jewish world, especially "close reading."

Bringing The Prophets To Life is a very easy introduction into this very special world of Torah and



Bible study.
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